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I was requested by Albert Jenes, Director of the State
Sovereignty Commission to contaect County Offieials of Pearl River
County amd City Officials of Poplarville, Mississippi, regarding
the ihtegration of the Greyheund Bus Terminal in Paplarvilla and
the integrating of the white waiting room of the CGreyhound Bus
Terminal by so-called Freedom Riders during the month of November,
1961, and also to cheek with Ceunty and City Officials regarding
any NAACP activities that may exist im Pearl River County. .

I contacted J. W. Uunnijz;h-riff of Pearl River County,
pepsenally. He infermed me that the NAACP had not caused him any
trouble in the county and relaticons were very good among the races.
He stated that the integrating of the white waiting room of the
Greyhound Bus Termimnal by Freedom Riders this menth was the only
trouble he has had from any subversive organization.

Sheriff Owens said that he had ordered his officers to
fellow the same proceedure as the Police Department in Jackson,
Mississippi, should the Freedom Riders attempt to integrate public -
places in Pearl River County and to arrest all that violated under
Breach of the Penaa Statute.

Sheriff Owens was very znoparativa and expres :
preciation for the Sovereignty Commission and stated W%M‘

tact the Commission should any trouble develop in the jceunty,
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. I contacted ﬂb:!;g;iagggggihn Chancery Clerk. He stated
that the NAACP had not cam kim any trouble and he was under
the impression that the Negrees wereé well satisfied in Pearl River
Eount}' .

I contacted J. Monroe S iﬁrsfr;ha Circuit Clerk. He
stated that he uaa'nnE’EE?TEE'EE?‘hrnubla with the NAACP or any
other subversive organization in the county and he thought re-
lations were very good among the races. Mr. Spiers was very nice
and said he appreciated my visit and assured me he would netify
the Sovereignty Commission should the NAACP start trouble in Pearl
Hiver County.

. I contacted Ha B n&éfféupt, of BEducation of Pearl
River County. He stated that he was of the impression that the
Negroes were well satisfied with the schools of the county and

he did not thimk that he would have any trouble from the NAACP.

Supt. Somes was very cooperative and complimented the
Sovereignty Commission for the good work being donme by the Com-
mission. He stated that if any trouble came from any subversive
organization he would immediately contact the Sovereignty Com-
mission.

Supt.Sones stated that the schools of Pearl River County
were divided into three districts and there were no Negro schoels
in the county. He stated that the Negroes in the county at-
tended school in Poplarville and Picayune, Mississipi, and the
county school buses picked them up at their homes and carried them
to school and brought them back home every school day, also their
noon lunch was served in the cafeteria of the schocls and all the
colored students and their parents seemed to be well satisfied
with the colored schools of Pearl River County.

o Supt. Sones said that he was very confused gbout a white
high schoel that the momey for construction has been available
for &tz the past two years. He stated there was a mimority group
that stated they would appeal to flederal court and let the high
schocl be integrated, if the school was not erected where they
wanted it to be. Supt. Sones stated that this mimority group

of white petple has as their counselor, Stoekstill of Pica-
yune to represent them in court where the location of the high
school is to be erected in Pearl River County. Mr Sones said

that his power was very limited, due to the fact that the schools
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in Pearl Hiver County operated under three school districts. He
said ene district was in the City of Poplarville and one in the
City of Pigayune and the other in the County at large. Mr. Sones
stated that Tommie Nayler knows all about the school trouble that
is causing all this confusion at this time. He further stated
that he was a perscnal friend to Honerable Jess Stoekstill and he
was sure that Attorney Stockstill was only interested as an at-
torney in this matter, .

I eantaetnﬁ the office of the Tax Assessor, Hal B. Breland,
and was informed that the NAACP was not causing any trouble and
that relations among the races in the county were very good at this
tiua.

~ 1 contacted Honorable Pat_Hxﬁe; Mayor of Peplarville. He
stated that the only trouble he has had was the Freedem Riders
this month. Mayor Hyde was very ﬂeoperativa and stated that he
was advised that the Freedom Riders were on their way to Poplar-
ville and he ordered his Chief of Police and Marshall, B. F. Orr,
to handle the situation the same as the Jackson Palien did amd if
they refused to move on when ordered to by City Police Officers,
to arrest them for Breach of the Peace. Mayor Hyde said that by
doing this he was sure it kept down violence in the City of Poplar-
ville, Mississippi. He stated after the trial he furnished the
Fréedﬂm;Rldurs police escort out of the city. These Freedom Riders
were FMMHH male, New ‘Gj’urk City, Alige Thompgon;©~
colored female and Patricia Smith;“colored female, both of New
Orleans. Each were fIned $250.00 and sentenced to two months in

jail. All three made bond for $500.00 each and will appeal to
Circuit Court. Bonds are returnable to the April, 1961 term.

' Mayor Hyde was very cooperative aﬁﬁ expressed his ap-
preciation for the interest the State Sovereignty Commission has
shown them in these troubled times.

I eantaetad_EL__‘_erfT;hiur and Marshall of the City of
P@plﬂ!‘tlls. He was wvery cooperative and stated he was ordered
by Mayor Hyde to cover the Greyhound Bus Terminal the day the
Freedom Riders arrived. He stated he was inside the white wait-
ing room sitting down when the two Negroes and a white man entered.
He said one of these Negroes came and sat down on the same seat
by him. He said that he saw a group of white people gathering
and he ordered them to mo¥e on. They refused to move and he arrest-
ed all three and after the trial he furnished police protection
for them out of the City of Poplarville.
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Chief Orr and this investigater checked the faecilities
of the bws terminal. It was determined at this investigation that
there were no signs designated in either waiting room and was
separated by a petition that separated the races. There was a
ticket window that epemed imte the colored walting room where
Negroes were sold tickers, soft drinks and sandwiches. Chief Orr
stated that as far as he kneéw there never were any signs showing
white and e¢elored waiting roosis for the bus terminal in Poplarville.
Chief Orr stated that a Mrs. Windom was manager for the bus term-
inal and on the day the dom Riders came she was out of the city

and a Mrs, C, W, Staffor s aeting as manager in her place.

I contacted the Cireuit Judge, w He stated that
the enly Thing he was confused about was the high scheool. He
stated that a minority group has said they would file in Federal

Court and weuld have an integrated high school if the scheol was
not built where they wanted it built.

This is the end of my report for Pearl River County.
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