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On this 7" day of ilay , 1918, at Lakc Providence

county of =ast Carroll , State of La, - before me,
Je B, Steed , & Special Examiner of- the Bureau of Pensions,
. Personally appeared Caroline Carson -, who, being by me first

©. duly sworn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to her
i during this special examination of afore;Eid claim for pension,
o - deposes and says: ' | o—s12

I am about 78 years old, and can t see good and can't

hardly walk, I live right here in this home with Clore

S

Atlass and her husband, King Atlas, I stay sOme in town

—_—,

with Sheridan Turner and his wife Caroline,

T claim pension ag the widow of Lewis Carson and he died in

lake Providence, La., some time in April 1916, and I was With

him when the last breath went out of his pody. Dr., Brown
was his doctor when he died and he knowg the date my old man

died, Tlder Jack Williams preached his funeral and I got the

coffin from lir, Williams , the undertaker there in Providence.

-
o

T do no%t know what company and regiment my husband served in

o
AV

but I heard him say many times, I think he was in the 50th

13 regiment, but my mind is almost .gone and cant say for certalin

14 about hisg service, iy husband was drawing a pension when he

15 died and aftcr he died I put in my claim for for & widow's

16 pension but I haven't got any thing yet.

17 The only name my husband ever had,to my knowing,was Lewls
18 carson. I never knew him by any other name.
19 T first kmew Lewis Carson upon the Elton plantation above '

20 Take Providence on the Migsissippl Rliver,and about three

21 miles from Providenco, I never knew my olé. .an before the

22 Civil War, and the firt time I met him vas in 1866, and soon
23 after he came out of the army and the same year he came out

24 of the army he _and I got marrieﬂ‘and he told me when he asked
25 me to marry nim, that he had never had any family and that I
26 ould be his first wife. Ile told me that he had never lived
27 In the home withh any woman before he married me. Ie lived in
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‘Alabama, /

I think bgﬁgre and at the time he went in the ArTY .
29 I

think he gaid he lived .at one time in South Carolina and

30 ¥ent from there o Alabams and there he lived some place when
81 | he Went in the army, ie told me he never Went back to Alabama

32 alter muster out, Vhen he was mustered out of the army he come
33 Up the river fron Vicksburg and he landed there at Zlton place
34 and got off the Dboat tl;lé:r'e and he lived there till he married

35 me., ‘e were marrled there on FElton and William Smith,a colored

36 nan and an officer of the law ,Jarried us, Ve were married in
37 the home of John Grawford a colored men , Villiam Smith got
38 Z1lled there in Providence many years ago, Joun Crawford is

29 dead and so is his wife Rachel Crawford dead. <Yes, they had

>
40 sone children and I think they had five in all, Frank, 5088

41 sdice, 3liza and Clarisay Crawford., They are scattered uﬁ the

42 river those of them are not dead, I do not know where the ch:adren
43 are and they were not old enough %o know much about my marriage.

44 o, I do not know where the Crawford children are-they have been

45 gone avay from here for years, Yes, the Crawford children were
46 present at my marrlage to the soldier, There were a hean of

47 peonle thnere but most of them are dead., I do not know of but

48 two peovle now living who saw me married to soldier and they
49 are Dennls Wilkergon and Dan Lewis and they were right there and
50 saw us married. Yes, they were there when the colored officer
51 | -Jjustice of the pea.ce-marriea us and they heja..rd him read over

52 the ceremony to me and my husband, . This.colored man had the

53 right to marry us for he was the officer of the law and he

54 married a right smart of colored folks in his day and time. iJo,
55 we did not have any license to marry with and Bill Smith said

56 he could not get any license for us and he just married us

57 without any license. No, we Were never married over after that

58 and We consldered our marriage a good one, We Were married in
59 the night time and some after dark came on, 'Te had no dance | -

60 or wedding supper and it was a gqulet sort of wedding. No, I do ;

61 not know of any white folks that knew about our marriage but

62 there was a white man there in the aquaricersg WI;thh ug but I

613t
iTitne s Caroline X Carson,
- N nark . -
M Denonent )
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oW where he ig, 7T tiitiile he

Ho, 71 e, : s o
’ NNOot think or any others now living that witnessed

My marp x ’
lage, o, I do not know of any women now living who

L

were 1
at ny Wwedding, Rache] Crawford was there but she 18 dead,

Ho 501a3
#0, the soldier and T had never lived together any before we

'w' 1 L
er'e married, Ve just g0t married and went right to living

tosether and we lived tozether as han and wife 111 the last

b 5 ’
reath went oud of his body. No, we never did separate for.one

day after we married, dell, we vere married in “he month of

October or Noveirber and about the 15th day of the month

Q. Hov
2 HOW are you able to fix the date of your marriage?

A. I just recollect the date from memory, No, I have not got
aljy record of our marriage- just fix it from memory that's all

I think it was in November though when wo married, T kndw that

it was the first year Mr, Carson came out of the army that he

and I Were married, e had four children but they are all dead
-died before their daddy dled . All the children were stili born

to us but one, Horah Carson ,and he died at the age of ten years

Ycs, I had some children in Rcob time, I had four children in

2Xeb time ,but they are dead long ago., I was not married to the

father of the children I had before the war, Yes, all my children

born t¢ me before T niarried éoldier were born before the war came

on and I was not married 1o the father of the chlildren, T.ewis

Campbell was the fatner of my Reb time children, but he dled
beforc the war came on, He died there on Bellmead place bhefore

the war came on, We stayed together some before the war and he
g0t sick and could not work for nearly twWwo years before he died,
wome old white doctor waited on Lewis Campbell before he died

Yes, Lowls Campbell and I were living together when he died
and I saw his body after he died, He wa¥ buried on Bellmead

nlace. Ilo hody preached hig funeral and I did not g0 to the

grave yard with his,body, The only person now LIVE B ek

iows about Lewsi (g sbell's death is Charlott denkins and
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nNills some Where, All the white folks are dead ougs,
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an attorney I don't know i1t,

angdl 80 far as I know it is correct.,

bubscribed and sworn to before me this the

and I ccrtify that the contents Vere fully'made knos
deponent bheforc gigning,

A T . "'Illh'
. 7T =
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she weg living with e wnen Lewis Campbell died and

Si1¢ 8saw

hig dead body, cCharlott J enklins lives in Providence and all

the rest or the 0ld folks are dead, He dled two years before

e Civil War came on, and it has been so long that all the

I do not Imow wWhere I was borm.and my lilsses that owned me

aever told ne wherc I was born, "Some said I was born in the

c1ty of Baltimore but I don't know where T was born, Iy father

Wad John Russell,and my mother was Hlargaret Ruggell and they
died years ago, lother did nobt ralse me for I was raiesd up

motherless so they always told me. T had one 3ister, Susan

Lsvang but she died years ago. She married a man named Ivans and

he ig dead oo, I had no brothers as I know of, then I ecan

flrst romember I was living at Pors Gibson, Iliss,, Lucindis

Sush, a vhite woman had me there in her home and she took me to
Xazo0 county, liss,, and my misses brought me to Bellmead some
time Defore the war came on, I lived with Mrs, Bush until she

told me I was free and then 1,soon after that met my old man

and we ot married . ILucindis Bush has been dead for years,

IIrs, BPush had a 11usbanc1

chlldren,

fajor Grace, but he 1g dead. she had no

Q. The soldier in answer to questions history sheet

dated April 2, 1915, stated that he was married to you in the

year 1871, while you claim o0 have been married in 18667

A, Well, he just got the date wrong and should have known better

and 1t‘may be that tﬁey put ﬁis angvers down wrong, I amn sure

that we married the sanme ye&rjhe capne ouf of the service, I do

not think I am wrong about that, for we used to talk a right

smart about our belng married the year he came oul of the army,

I have heard my rights explained and T waive then all, If I have

I have heard this statement read

her
cafelin><03rson

nark,
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